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I had freckles.  I had sandy hair. I was too short.  Would my feet even touch the ground if I sat on

the throne? These are the words of lady Jane Grey, as imagined by celebrated author Ann Rinaldi.

Jane would become Queen of England for only nine days before being beheaded at the age of

sixteen. Here is a breathtaking story of English royalty with its pageantry, privilege, and surprising

cruelty. As she did in her previous novel Mutiny's Daughter, Ms. Rinaldi uses powerful, evocative

writing to bring to life a teenage girl caught in the grip of stirring times. Ages 12+
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Nine Days A QueenBy: Ann RinaldiNine Days A Queen is about the nine day reign of Lady Jane

Grey over England. She was royalty through her mother, the Duchess of Suffolk and only fifteen

years old when she died. Because of harsh life at home on Bradgate Manor Sir Thomas Seymour

adopted Jane and took her to live with her relatives in London. Jane's life in London took drastic

changes. In the time she was there King Henry VIII had died. After his death his sixth wife,

Katherine Parr, married Sir Thomas Seymour and they had a child together. But sadly through

childbirth Katherine died. Many rumors went around after this saying that Sir Thomas had

committed murder and treason. He was later arrested and beheaded. Jane was strictly told to return

home because her parents feared for her safety. On returning home Jane was to get married.

Although she didn't want to it was required that she get married to success her mother. Jane got

married to a man named, Guildford Dudley.Soon after she got married something amazingly

wonderful happened. Lady Jane Grey became Jane Grey, Queen of England! Jane was very



nervous about becoming Queen because she knew her cousin Mary would dispose of her and her

kingdom. And that is exactly what happened. After nine days of Jane's rule over England, Mary

came to power. She was Catholic and by her fathers laws only Protestant was acceptable. Soon

Jane, Guildford, and some of her maids were led away to the tower. This was where prisoners

stayed and waited until they were released or even killed. Sadly, Jane and Guildford's fate was that

they were to be beheaded. But Jane strongly doubted this. Her own cousin wouldn't kill her because

she was afraid of loosing power.
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